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A FEW THOUGHTS FROM PRESIDENT BILL
It’s appropriate that I’m writing this the week of Thanksgiving. As I complete the second month of my term as president, my
heart is bursting with gratitude for all of you who do
so much this time of year. Much of our emphasis is
on holiday fundraising projects, but we can’t forget all
who are working hard to keep our Civitan Cares program going. That, along with the help we provided at
the HOPE Halloween Dance, are two recent efforts
tied directly to our mission of serving those with
developmental and physical challenges.
But we cannot survive as a club if we don’t have the resources to fund our
service projects. I am thankful for all of you who continue to make Civitan
a priority in your lives.

I am grateful for the lives well-lived of those members we have recently
lost. The combined years of dedicated service provided by these members is remarkable. We will miss them all, but be inspired by the memories
of their commitment to Civitan.
My gratitude is also extended to recent new members and those who
have sponsored them. Our continued growth is critical to our on-going
service to our community. Please extend a warm Civitan welcome to our
newest members as they become actively engaged in our projects and
fellowship.

MONTH AT-A-GLANCE
Dec 1-Comstock Riverwalk tree decorating at
noon
Dec 1-5:30 p.m.-Evening
Club Meeting at Aubree’s
Dec 2– Monthly Social
6:00 p.m. at ZZ’s/
Lenawee Recreation (1st
Thursday of each month)
Dec 8– Noon Meeting at
the Adrian Armoryspeaker- A Touch of
Home Adult Day Care
Dec 8– Associated
Charities Food Packing5 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Dec 13-Board Meeting
5:30 p.m.-Cindy Howard’s
home

Dec 15-Noon Club
Business Meeting at the
Adrian Armory

My best wishes to all of you for a very Merry Christmas and a healthy and
happy New Year. I’ll see you soon at one of our meetings or projects.

Dec 20-Civitan Caresmeet in the HOPE Center
parking lot at 1 pm

Yours in Civitan,
Bill

Dec 22- Noon Club Meeting at the Adrian ArmorySpeaker-Tracy Huston
Dec 25-Merry Christmas

CHRISTMAS TREE DECORATING-DEC 1
We will be meeting at noon on December 1st to decorate our 4
trees and possibly help with HOPE’s also. Need helpers. I will
advise of the location of trees later. Please let Dave Guldin know
if you can help by calling 517-260-2808.

Have news for the newsletter?
Send to Patti at pattimark@gmail.com

Dec 29-No Noon Club
Meeting Happy New
Year!
Dec 30-Civitan Christmas
Party at HOPE Center at
4:30 p.m. Bring your own
drinks
Dec 31-New Year’s Eve
Be safe

CIVITAN CARES NOVEMBER
Civitan Cares for November was chaired by Leni
Green and Sharon VanTuyle.
Along with the helpful
hands of members a
goodie bag filled with a
trail mix of sorts. Popcorn, bugle snacks,
M & M’s made this a
yummy bag of goodies.
Thanks to all who helped– whether it was packing the goody bags or delivering to the group homes.

Civitan Cares is a project that reaches group homes in our county once a month with deliveries of
a variety of items, such as cupcakes, cookies, activity puzzles, and more! If you are interested in
chairing for a month contact Wendy or Patti. It isn’t hard and we will walk you through what needs
to be done.

Happy
December
birthday to:
Dec 2-Angela French
Dec 5 –Jim Kilpatrick
Dec 13-Mary Vallad
Dec 14-Lilly Wurm
Dec 17-Jessica Emrick

Dec 18-Suzanne Kruse
Dec 24-Roy Woodworth
Happy December
Civitan-niversary!
12/01/81- Ann Knisel
12/01/86- Patti Belote
12/01/97- Lilly Wurm
12/01/99- Dee Woodworth
12/22/16- Katie O’Hotzke
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BUTTER BRAID PICK UP-DEC 8
Butter braid pick up is December
8th at Suzanne Kruse’s home:
2223 Wolf Creek Hwy., Adrian.
If you are unable to pick them up
that day call Suzanne to make
arrangements. 517-260-2984
Hope for a cold day!

COMSTOCK RIVERWALK TREE LIGHTING
CEREMONY AND HOLIDAY LIGHT PARADE
The tree lighting ceremony will be held on Friday, December 3rd! This
coincides with First Friday events in Downtown Adrian-festivities start at 5
p.m.
We will once again have a float in the parade. Float will be decorated –
thank you Leni, Sharon, & Wendy! The float will be pulled by Sue & Rod
Stange-Thank you!
There is limited room to ride in the float but we think we can fit a couple of
people in-bring your own chairs. But those who can walk along side are
certainly welcome. Line up begins by ZZ’s at 6:30 p.m. The Holiday Light
Parade steps off at 7pm, ending at Comstock Park, with the tree lighting
at 7:30pm.

CHRISTMAS TREE SALES GOING STRONG
A big thank you to all who
came out and set up the tree
lot. A special thanks to the
girl’s basketball team from
Sand Creek Schools….you
rock! Many hands made light
work! And now the sales
begin.
The tree lot is in need of workers who can spend 2 to 2 1/2
hours to man the tree lot. It is
an easy job and if you don’t
have any customers you can
sit in your car to keep warm.
Also, it is fun! People are in a
good mood coming to look at
Christmas trees. We are also
selling wreaths and fruitcake.

INTERNATIONAL
NEWS
Great news– The International World Headquarter
building has been sold!
The closing is slated for
December 15th.
If you were a donor for the
Capital Campaign from
2015-17, please know that
your
donation
helped
make needed repairs and
beautification of the building so the sale could happen. They are working on
ways
to
acknowledge
those donors at the new
location.

We have more slots than we
have able bodied workers to fill
and some people have called
to sign up for several slots.

I hope you were able to
see the video from Scarlet
with all of the details. If
not, ask a board member
for help.

Also, please return my phone
calls. That way, I know if you
have a broken leg, are out of
town, or just don’t want to
work. This will save me lots of
time.

As Scarlet pointed out in
the video, Civitan is not a
building-it is our members
who make Civitan what it
is. This building sale will
make our organization better stewards of the money
entrusted to us.

Dress warm!!!

Due to the headquarters
move the Supply House
will be closed for a time.
They will tentatively be up
and running with a limited
supply on January 18th.
Be patient for Dec. and
Jan. while the move is
going on.

Thank-you
Carolyn Marr
734-418-8870 or
517-917-4892

My hands do the work of the world and reach out in service to others.

Mark your calendar for the
102nd
International
Convention, July 4-7 in
San Antonio, Texas.
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FRUITCAKE SEASON IS UPON US

CANDY BOXES
Make sure to be extra attentive to your candy boxes this
month. Restaurants and
businesses are usually busier during the holidays and
may go through more candy.

Most of the fruitcake is in the stores
but we do have some for sale if you
want to buy some for yourself or
have family and friends who enjoy it
-contact Sharon at 517-215-2411
and she will arrange to get it to you.

THE FRUITCAKE POEM
by Ann Guldin, 10/9/1997
My club’s selling fruitcake it’s “that” time of year.
We’re supposed to jolly and full of good cheer.

Also please take the time to
thank your candy box businesses for their continued
support. Candy Box money
does change lives and their
support is crucial to our
cause.

But my club’s selling fruitcake.
My friends run and hide. “Are you sure you don’t like it?
How much have you tried?”
My club’s selling fruitcake. The wisecracks will fly.
Perhaps if I’m lucky a few folks will buy.

If you need candy-contact
Gale Dunaway
(517– 263-0973) or
Sandy Trevino
(517-263-2953)
and they will be happy to
help you.

But my club’s selling fruitcake. The same jokes I’ll hear.
About 10 year old fruitcakes recycled each year, and gifts for your
enemies, door stops and bricks.

But revenge is sweet and those jokers I’ll fix.
Cause my club’s selling fruitcake. It’s loved far and wide.
So I’ll just disguise some and hide it inside some thick luscious chocolate
and no one will know, they’re eating my fruitcake and loving it so.

Yes my club’s selling fruitcake! Resist if you can.
Cause this stuff is Claxton and I AM CIVITAN!

FRUITCAKE COOKIES
Ingredients

1– 1 pound Claxton fruitcake-crumbled or chopped
1– Box of cake mix—spice cake mix and yellow work well. Feel free to try
different flavors.
1/2 tsp. rum flavoring or 2 jiggers of Bourbon
1/3 cup oil
2-eggs
Optional ingredients-nuts, coconut, chocolate chips –equaling 1 1/2 cups
Directions
Mix fruitcake, cake mix, eggs and oil. Add optional ingredients if desired. Drop on parchment lined or
greased cookie sheet by size desired. Bake @ 350 degrees for 8-10 minutes depending on size.
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SALVATION ARMY BELL RINGING
A big thank you to all who came out on the day after
Thanksgiving to ring the bell for Salvation Army. We were
outside of Hobby Lobby again this year-a great location!! It
was a cold day so all the help was appreciated!
A special thank you
to Walt Williams for
matching the funds
that were collected
that day. We will
have a report of how
much was collected
sometime next year
and will share it then.
A BIG thank you to
Ruth Pribik for chairing this project year
after year.
Ruth Pribik & the cutest little elf
Gabi keeping an eye on things!

Dee Woodworth, Gabi Blumenauer and
Danielle Stepp braved the cold for a good
cause!

CIVITAN FUN CORNER
bellringing
christmastrees
family
fun
hope
meetings
parties
santa
sled
star
butterbraid
civitan
friends
gifts

joy
newyear
reindeer
scrooge
sled
candycane
cookies
fruitcake
holly
love
ornament
Rudolph
Service
spirit

Find the word in the puzzle.
Words can go in any direction.
Words can share letters as
they cross over each other.
Answer key on page 6

CHRISTMAS WORD SCRAMBLE (answers on page 6)

1. RUKFATEIC 2. SKJOA TFRC 3. TFESIEV

4. EGEBLLSSLIH

5. TCGOKSNI

8.TSSGESRENNGE'AISO

6. ONWSY

7. NGALE
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I AM CIVITAN...
I AM CIVITAN: as old as life, as young as the rainbow, as endless as time.
MY HANDS do the work of the world and reach out in service to others.

MY EARS hear the cry of children and the call throughout the world for peace, guidance, progress and unity.
MY EYES search for others to join in the fellowship and service of Civitan.
MY MOUTH utters the call to daily duty and speaks prayers in every tongue.
MY MIND teaches me respect for law and the flag of my country.
MY HEART beats for every friend, bleeds for every injury to humanity, and throbs with joy at every triumph of truth.

MY SOUL knows no fear but its own unworthiness.
MY HOPE is for a better world through Civitan.
MY MOTTO: builders of good citizenship.
MY BELIEF: do unto others as you would have them do unto you.
MY PLEDGE: to practice the Golden Rule and to build upon it a better and nobler citizenship.

Board:
Bill Kenyon, President
Holly Owen, President Elect
Patti Belote, Past President
Sue Stange, Secretary
Meredith Francis & Sue Stange, Co-Treasurers
Cindy Howard, VP of Fundraising
Wendy Rogers, VP of Membership
Ruth Pribik, VP of Service

FROM LENI GREEN
•

Our prayers go out to the families of John Weeks
and Debbie Oliver in their time of sorrow.

•

Prayers for Brian Rogers & family on the passing of
his Mother.

•

Directors:
Leni Green
Ann Guldin
Sharon VanTuyle
Mail:

THOUGHTS & PRAYERS

•

P.O. Box 844, Adrian, MI 49221

Follow: “Civitan of Lenawee” on Facebook for
more photos and to stay connected.
If you know of a member or former member
in need of prayers, please let Leni Green know
at 419-346-5595.

Healing prayers for Alice Ritchie who is having heart
surgery.
Continued prayers of healing for Bob Husband. He
is back at Brookdale and can have visitors.

•

Healing prayers for Cindy Hilton and Kelly Bullock.

•

Prayers for past member Galen McMunn. He needs
healing.

ANSWER KEY

CHRISTMAS SCRAMBLE ANSWERS
1. FRUITCAKE

5. STOCKING

2. JACK FROST

6. SNOWY

3. FESTIVE

7. ANGEL

4. SLEIGHBELLS

8. SEASON’S GREETINGS

